Section of Dermatology 1741 necrotica. The lesions of the vulva in the present case corresponded closely with those in his own case, but the mouth lesions were different. Practically all the lesions in his case had begun as deep nodules, more often in the tongue than in the cheek; there had been only a little diffuse stomatitis. The patient was over 50 years old and had had the condition a number of years. Treatment failed to improve it.
Dr. SYDNEY THOMSON said tbat some years ago he had had a parallel case in a girl aged 15. The condition had begun with vulval ulcerations, and six months afterwards similar lesions appeared in the mouth. For a long time no treatment was of value, and pathological investigations gave only negative results. Ultimately the condition was cleared up under a three months' course of tincture .of iron percbloride by mouth. Later, the patient returned with a vulval relapse, but the iron treatment was again apparently successful.
Complete Alopecia Areata in an Infant.-H. HALDIN-DAVIS, M.D.
This patient is shown, in the first place, because it is exceptional for alopecia areata to develop at so early an age (18 months), and still rarer for it to cause complete denudation of the scalp. It is also interesting because the father is under treatment for choroiditis and exhibits a positive Wassermann reaction. Both the patient and the mother have negative Wassermann reactions. Nevertheless those who are familiar with Sabouraud's views on the etiology of alopecia areata, and the efforts which he makes to link up that condition with congenital syphilis "fruste," may like to think that this case illustrates his theory. The only treatment has been mercurial inunction into palms and soles; during the last four months the hair has grown well leaving only two small areas uucovered to justify the adjective " areata." Extensive Lupus Erythematosus with Subsequent Carcinoma of Lower Lip.-Sir ERNEST GRAHAM-LITTLE. M.D.
The patient, a man aged 45, has had the condition for twenty years or more; the lesions now involve the entire face and ears, and parts of the neck. The patient has a mouthful of very septic teeth with which he refuses to part, although repeatedly urged to do so. The ulceration of the lower lip has developed quite recently-within a fortnight, according to the history-and has progressed rapidly. It is, I think, malignant. There has never been any X-ray treatment, so that the carcinoma cannot be due to that cause. My impression is that carcinoma is extremely rare in cases of lupus erythematosus not treated by X-rays. The tissues of the neck are so uniformly tense, owing to the lupus erythematosus, that it is impossible to feel whether glands are enlarged below.
Di8cu88ton.-Dr. N. BURGESS said that a year ago he had seen a case of lupus erythematosus in which an epithelioma had developed on the nose. At another hospital the patient had had one X-ray application only, and the condition had cleared up under radium treatment.
Dr. A. C. ROXBURGH said that he had seen two cases of lupus erythematosus in which carcinoma had developed, but both had been treated by X-rays, although only in very small doses, namely, one-fifth of a pastille, four or five times. Some cases had been shown to the Section by a member a few years ago which had improved under small doses of X-rays, but
Dr. Sequeira and some other senior Members had then said that they considered X-ray treatment contra-indicated in that disease, because epithelioma so often followed it.
The PRESIDENT said he had often wondered wbether even in cases of lupus vulgaris carcinoma was more likely to develop if they were subjected to X-rays than if they were not so treated. In both lupus erythematosus and lupus vulgaris it was a question of epithelioma developing in the scar. Certain kinds of scar seemed to have a greater tendency to take on malignancy than others had. It would be of great interest to obtain statistics as to the frequency with which epithelioma followed X-ray treatment, as compared with its frequency without such treatment. He thought the resultant figures would confirm his impression that the tendency was not so much increased by X-ray treatment as was usually imagined.
